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The Influence of Buddhism on the
Korean Legal System of the Three
Kingdoms (Kokuryo - Baekje - Silla)

Jung, Ki-wung*

This paper analyses following aspects of the influence of Buddhism on the legal
system of the Three Kingdoms:

Buddhism implanted into Koreans the docirine of karma effect that good deeds
may be paid with good rewards and bad deeds with bad rewards. Especially through
the thought of transmigration Koreans came to learn that man’s life does not end in
this world but continues to exist even after his death. That is to say, the accumulation
of good deeds in this world enables man to be bom in Nirwana, while the accumulation
of bad deeds leads man to hell. As Buddhist precepts define the standard of good or
bad deeds, Koreans made it a mle to observe the five precepts of Buddhist devotees.
Especially, they considered the following precepts as the invariable principle of their
ordinary life: don’t kill, don’t steal, don’t commit adultery, and don’t ie.

Korean Buddhism contributed to the defence of the nation. Though Buddhism was
encouraged alike in Kokuryo, Baekje, and Silla, Silla could wnify Korea because it had
been more faithful to Buddhist principles than the other two kingdoms. The Unified
Silla was founded by Buddhist ideology.

The Buddhist spirit of bemevolence and harmony took a great role in the
unification of the Three Kingdoms, The Unified Silla was reinforced by the harmonious
spirit of Buddhism, and withdrew the Chinese(Tang) troops with the help of the

* Professor, Department of Law, Korea National Police University



ZHIRAS BT gl PR R 157

wandering person of Baekje and Kokuryo kingdoms. Furthermore, the Unified Silla had
developed the advanced Buddhist culture represented by Seokgulam.
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