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En I'anneé 1870, la rameur publique accusait une hécatombe de 8,000 chrétiens mis & mort, non
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The criminal law applied to Catholics,
in late Chosun-Dynasty

Won, Jae-yoen*

It is 16th century that Roman catholicism was known to Chosun-Dynasty, but in the late
18th century, catholicism was persecuted by the Chosun government. At that time, the
catholics, among themselves, act in free and friendly withour distinction in their social status,
and they shared daily necessities with others. So there was no beggar or no slave in the
catholic community. Look at this, the governing class thought that the Chosun catholics were
traitors or rebels against the social order, customs and the state power. In 1791 the second
and strong persecution, so-called the Jinsan incident(G211/ZE44), broke out, because a
nobleman had burned up the ancestral tablec for his deceased mother and abolished the
religious service at Jinsan belong to the province of Chunla(Z%E). In those days such was
very impolite and unfilial act. Therefore the governor, King Jeong-jo(IEJiH) sentenced the
nobleman to death by beheading withour delay(SfZRFH). After this incident, the Catholics
were branded as traitors and immoral groups. The Catholics were arrested and punished for
circulation false report, digging open a grave, witchcraft. All these criminal acts were
prohibited by the law, Jeogdoyul(#%¥51E) in the cord of The Great Ming Code(KEH/E).
And Podocheong(Fiis8), the police bureau got to take charge of arresting, interrogating,
torturing the Catholics with severe penalty and often transfering them to the higher bereau
such as HyeongjoJf| %) and Euigeumbu@EEZERF) in the case of committing a serious

* SNU BK Law21 Researcher
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offense and then they are sentenced to death by beheading, by hanging, or by hacking to
pieces(BEREFT). Hwang, Sa-young(Efid7k), the famouse christan leader, made a protest
that the patriotic Catholics were arrested by Podocheong and totured severely, because the
police bureau had not originally charged Catholics, but burglars and thieves. Nevertheless
such a protest, the governing class more strengthened penalty about the Catholics. In 1866,
Daewongun(AFE ), the regent ordered that the Catholics should be executed by beheading
first, and then the fact reported to the governor without delay(JGHfT{%/). This decision was
a very extraordinary and a super-legal act contrary to the legal formalities thar every
condernned criminal should be executed after the king’s consent about it three times again
GERN=FEZH]. Bur the decision was a mere proclamation until the time thac E. J.
Oppert, a German trader, brought about the incident ar Deogsan({&|l}) belong t the
province of Chung-cheong(f&{#) on April in 1868. It was immoral behavior enough to
enrage all the officers including the regent that the trader and his fellow including some
catholic Koreans dug open the grave of the regent’s deceased father. After this incident, some
provincial governor such as Gu Juwon(E.F7T), Yun Seoneung(GFEfE) reported to the
regent that they executed the Catholics without the king’s consent. But the number of these
reports is not best five o six, in the official record such as Ilsunglog( H 24$%) which is che
most detail record of all the official records about it. It means thar the governor took very
prudent attitude in use the penalty for Catholics, at least in the central government. But in
many provinces the governors didn’t report about them, in spite of numerous illegal

executions, they had the intention of concealing them as possible.
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