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A Study on ‘the Constitution and
Governmental Organization Law Drafting
Committee’(1948)

Lee Young-lok*

This study is mainly aimed at arranging facts, according to date, regarding the formation
and deliberation of 'the Constitution and Governmental Organization Law Drafting
Comumittee'(1948). Because there remain no official records of the Committee, It traces
relevant facts from such inditect materials as memoirs, newspapers, and stenographic records
of plenary sessions of the National Assembly.

This study demonstrates following things : the Korean Democratic Party, allied with other
political faction, seized the initiative in the stage of preparation and formation of the
Committee, but their intents were only limitedly achieved in the process of deliberation; An
error was seen in the list of the members of the committee recorded in stenographic records
of plenary sessions of the National Assembly ; There were hot debates regarding basic rights
and economic principles as well as government system ; And Rhee Seung-man exercised
almost absolute influence upon the members of the Committee in altering cabinet government

system in the original draft into presidential government system.

* Professor, College of Law, Chosun University
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