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The Publication of the
< Shinju-Muwonrok(FTEEMEEE$%) > (The Newly
Annotated Edition of the < Wuynanhu(#E555%)>)
during the early 15th Century, and the Autopsy
Procedures at the time

Kim Ho*

During the early days of the Chosun dynasty, the autopsy procedures were being
criticized for several procedural problems. First, the officials in charge of the autopsies and
the murder-case investigations were not conducting fully extensive surveys of the case, and
most importantly were not doing them by themselves. Secondly, defined procedures were
not being abided by. And thirdly, the accused were not being found guilty by thorough
investigations involving scientific research and necessary interrogations but merely by
confessions forced by unfair torture.

Improved autopsy procedures and methods of the murder-cases had been already
introduced to the Chosun peninsula through the <Wuyuanlu(EE%4%)> Manual, which
was published in and imported from China during the transitional period between the
Koryo and Chosun dynasties. But in the eatly days of introduction this manual was not yet

that popular, because the nature of contents of the manual was too detailed and technical

* Researcher, Archives of Seoul National University
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for the Chosun officials to fully understand. And forms of the official documents which
would be used in autopsy sessions were not ready either.

During the reign of King Sejong, the King ordered a published version of the
<Wuyuanla(¥E F5%)> equipped with annotations which would help the readets to
understand the methods and concepts introduced in it. Hence, the <Shinju-Muweor1rok(§|5-}f
FHEYH> was completed by Choi-Chi-Wun in 1438, and made its service debut in
1439 as an autopsy manual after the manuals were published in the Gangweon-do area. In
that same year King Sejong also ordered the official document forms(named
'Geomshi-Jangshik /# Btk \-Autopsy Reports Fofms) to be created and published, and
also widely issued. <Shinju-Muweonrok> was an autopsy manual, while the
'Geomshi-Jangshik' was an official ‘form for documents which will be filled by the
investigating personnels with the result data of the autopsies, performed through procedures
dictated by the <Wuyuanlu> Manual.

The <Shinju-Muweonrok> also included the 'Chobokgeomheom Gwanmiunshik(¥){E 45k
BRRHsC3Y)' section, which contained regulations dictating the reporting procedures for the
related personnels of the autopsy results(not only the results but also the entire progress of
the autopsies). These procedures dictated in the 'Gwanmunshik' section were mainly
developed by the Chinese investigators of the Yuan dynasty, and the autopsy reports of the
early days of the Chosun dynasty were also based on these 'Gwanmunshik' regulations.
These regulations vividly show us the general procedure of an autopsy at the time, which
was composed of 3 steps.

The first step was to embatk on the mission. The time they departed, the names of the
Seori(ZH) and Ojagin(#F{EN) personnels who will join the autopsy session, the place
where the body is reported to be placed(or found), the distance between the place of the
body and the place where the autopsy team had departed, were all recorded. After they
arrived at the place of the body, the second step was to summon all the people involved

in the case o report to the community leaders(the Jusu(FE ) and Rijong( B 1E) figures) for
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identification(of the people). Autopsy would be conducted in the presence of these people,
and they would be required to sign the 'Geomshi Jangshik' forms after the status of the
body were all fully recorded in details in that form. And finally, the third step was to
determine the cause of death based on the autopsy results. After that the body would be
handed over to the Shichin(5g#i)'s custody. The body would be strictly guarded by. the
Rijong figures for other rounds of additional autopsies, and detailed information of the
involved persons’ will all be released to the next investigator.

<Shinju-Muweonrok> was published during the early days of the Chosun dynasty, and
until the reigns of Kings Yeongjo and Jeongjo this manual was used as a primary autopsy
manual representing the Chosun dynasty's status in the area of medical jurisprudence,
Detailed procedures of the autopsies, the required level of thoroughness, things should be
noted, administrational obligations and even identification methods for various death-causes
were all in there. The 'Gwanmunshik' regulations were also maintained without any major

modifications, until the later days of the dynasty.
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