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compiled by Awnsham Churchill (London, 1704~1732), vol.6, p.23.

32) B, THERILEANY KRGS MEMEETT,, IR, 48 UK
(198L.1), 1~12%,
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33) TEREATIAEE ), 3a~b' ; Deloustal, "La justice dans 1'ancien Annam" (1909), pp.97~98.
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34) FREEERGE., AASCE 5=, (L« PATSENEEE, 1969), 199 ; TRERfIEAE,, 98 (A
£, 1974), 25~26%.

35y TERERNIEE,, pp.2a~3a; Deloustal, "La justice dans Iancien Annam'(1909), pp.91~96; Ta Van Tai,
"The Status of Women in Traditional Vietnam," pp.116~118.

36) MiEY A8l Q) ofzle] A 2lol dlstd= -, TSR gAY fike
7, CERHETERTAE s, 2548 298(1982.7), pp.167~181 & Ta Van Tai, "The Status of Women in
Traditional Vietnam" Journal of Asian History, vol.15, No.2(1981), pp.97~145 3z
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37) Bodde and Morris, Law in Imperial China, p.30.

38) Sybille van der Sprenkel,‘legal Institutions in Manchu China, (London, 1962), p.28.

39) BM-FE, "HiE RS e - B RGN, TREREHIE,, 148 1979),
10~119.



HIEE TREARIE, O MRS} LS 37

o AF 9y - A5 - TE Tl A3 %ﬂi—r‘ﬂ ——%51 EH—r-E- ‘%t A=
E

TR} A P} EYRE WHE VUMJ. o}tia}E A AWGM
$lolE ol =a=x] glokon), ® ) dFsE 27t ohd 3 AAY i
gejo] Uik Eak opufe} o]59 Filoly A E FUg s FHL.
99l o5 7HA] MFellE &3A] gk BEBolEtE HA APE HE] Eo
FolFth oj5& HHIYY ﬂ% wf gHo] ZAE whg Eo] o, o
3 2qe 4;% ul
EAAZE HE 124«1 44741011*1 HEYY EEE %ﬁit} EdAZY

A} wlE 1741 Z9] Al Atolef WW«] EAZ} G AS, CARERIE, S
FEHT FYsHA TRt BlafAle) AlE-g meste] P
gate] 7haiAte] Aol v wjs)Ate] A% l of BS4E L A
A3t A, HRE 7He] FERISE Hostol sigEglEs s Hlo)
U] #EE FERRE e 433 T ZRES FERE B9l olrr)
o& FAY] gl Asid =gt

3 Acto] T2 Fd tis) S4E evn 3 AL oW 2unjdA
E7191 & Ao)Ack sk ARt 2Po] ARgle] AR E Eﬂ@f FE
§17] wioltt. webd MES EdolR TR oRE 75/ AR AEE 74
37] $i%k sl doigitia & 4 gl ol vt APle| digh Bl EAAZY
AL A3 Sl gdsken, & ERA Zolga seeks wdelu Byt B3
Zol =718k Aol S S Jleke B399 Aee a9 §4E dAHA
3o AldE Kol Hulsich

PEREIEE & THIANS} BERt AE]A Aol wel Hol| AolE FIULE B

b
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pp.11~12 FZ

41) TAREAFI{E,, pp.8da~b ; Deloustal, "La justice dans l'ancien Annam'(1912), pp.1~2.

42) TEREATHI{E ), pp.86a~b ; Deloustal, "La justice dans l'ancien Annam'(1912), pp.7~8.
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45) CEUHIEE, p.36 ; Deloustal, “La justice dans l'ancien Annam'(1909), p.98.
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50) TERERIFIAE ), .52 ; Deloustal, "La justice dans I'ancien Annam" (1910), p.349.

S1) THEARIE,, pp.52a~b ; Deloustal, "La justice dans Fancien Annam'(1910), pp.249~250.

52) TELEA A, pp.28b~30b; Deloustal, "La justice dans l'ancien Annam'(1909), pp.784~787.

53) TEREANIGE,, pp.6lb~62a X pp.Gda~b ; Deloustal, "La justice dans l'ancien Annam'(1910),
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54y TEHERFIEE,, pp.110a~111a; Deloustal, "La justice dans l'ancien Annam'(1913), ppd3~45 ; LA
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55) IUAZER A, T b AFBIRRE, GRE, 1975), p282.
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The Format and the Content of Vietnam’s Le Code

Yu In-sun®

The Le Trien Hinb Luat, usually known as the Le Code, is the oldest complete legal
code in existence in Vietnam. It seems to have been codified first in the early fifteenth
century and revised and enlarged under the reign of Le Thanh-tong(1460-1497), the
fourth ruler of the Le dynasty.

The code was modeled on Chinese law, especially Tang Code. Many articles in it are
faithful reproductions of those in the Tang and Ming codes. According to my own
figures, 314 articles among a total of its 722 were borrowed from or inspired by them,
261 and 53 respectively. Besides thé individual articles, there was also the duplication
of the Chinese system in the format of the Le Code, which grouped 722 articles under
the fifteen categories. Among fifteen, ten categories “are identical with those in the
Tang Code.

What we have said addresses one aspect of the Le Code: its sinicization. However,
the Code has another aspect: its uniqueness, which is of greater importance for our
understanding of Vietnamese society. The Le lawmakers were adopting Chinese law
and, at the same time, incorporating from their own systems.

The Le Code's uniqueness then is found in three divisions which have no counterpart

* Professor, Department of Asian History, S/V Univ.
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in Chinese legal codes. They deal with inheritance and transactions involving landed
property and the huong-hoa property, which was put aside for the upkeep of ancestor
worship. The individual articles of the Code reflect its uniqueness far better than its
general format. Careful comparison of the articles in the Le Code and Chinese codes
reveals that more than 400 articles are unique to the Le Code.

To sum up, the articles borrowed from Chinese legal codes were mainly concerned
with loyalty to the ruler, Confucian morality and so on. On the other hand, those
unique to the Le Code touched on the everyday life of the ordinary people and

indigenous customs.
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