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A Study on the Historical Transition of Local
Government Law System in Korea under Japanese

Imperialism

Oh, Dong-Suk*

In this article, I reviewed the historical trasition of local government law system in
Korea under Japapese Imperialism. It can be divided into (1) preparation for the
colonization of Korea by Japanese Imperialism, 1905~1910, (2) reorganization of local
governing system under militaty force in 1910s, (3) reorganization of local governing
system under ‘rule of culture’ in 1920s and 1930s.

I arrived at the conclusion as follows. First, Japanese Imperialism destroyed the
democratic legitimacy system that reflects the residents will from the base on the local
level. Secondly the pro-Japanese was tranplanted by several times reorganization of local
governing system. Thirdly local government was controlled not by the judicial control
but by the administrative direction and supervision of central government. Finally We
can see from the historical transition of the Jegal system on local government that the
reorganization of Jocal system under Japanese Imperialism focused on destroying real and
basic local body and substituting it by wide one. Establishment of the centralized

administration structure can be effective to rule the Korean people.

[Key Words] Local Governing System, Japanese Imperialism, Legal System of Local
Government, Pseudo Local Autonomy

* Professor, Ajou Univ.
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