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The ‘Park Hyorang Affair’ and
Some Problems related to Her Lawsuit

Chon, Kyoung-mok*

In this study, I researched into the so called ‘Park Hyorang(E} 5% affair,” which was
began with a civil suit concerning around a grave site, and brought about grave robbery,
violence, and murder eventually. This accident took place in Sungi 35, Gyeongsang(”3
A1) Province in the eighteenth century. Park Hyorang, a daughter of one of the parties
to the suit who was dead in jail during the procession, dug a grave of her enemy’s
family for revenge. When she was in trouble for her behaviors, the numerous Confucian
scholars of nations petitioned a king in behalf of her, and as the time past she became

a heroine of filial piety for ages to come.

Being started as an ordinary suit, what made the affair so sensational? The reasons
may be enumerated as follows. (1) There was an inadequacy of code of legal procedure
to adjust grave suit. So, the magistrate of that ages had a power to give a decision
arbitrarily. (2) There was another defect of unfairness in judicial system. When a
dissatisfactory person presented a memorial to the king for his suit, there is every
probability that his suit will be allotted again to the higher magistrate who governs the
very region of his residence and, therefore, might relate to the former decision directly
or indirectly. (3) A number of magistrates made some mistakes in their treatments
during the development of this suit. For their frequent faults, the condition of this

* Assistant Professor, The Academy of Korean Studies.
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accident growed worse. (4) As a ardent adherent to the filial piety of Confucianism, the
people of this period used to do their best for their ancestors, even to dig the graves of
other families.

[Key Word] Lawsuit concerning around graves, Memorial to a king, Filial piety,
Digging a grave, Confucian Scholars, Ttial.
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