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Aspect of the Forged Contract as Appearing in
T Ming-kung shu-p’an ch’ing-ming chi,

Bae, Soo-hyeon*

At the age of Sung China, relation of the commodities trade as well as trade had
highly developed. In addition, real estate was prevailing as the one of the most
important objects of the commodities transaction. The purpose of this paper is to find
out prevalence of the forged contract and its social background in Sung China through
analysing many of disputes about real estate transaction at based of precedents in the
T Ming-kung shu-p’an ob'ing-ming hi( INESNHHLE),.

The real estate transaction, legally, had to go through special formalities. Firstly, in
contract, there had to be “date of the contract - the parties to a contract and address *
size of a land - sale price - sign - a real estate agent”. Next, when the parties to a
contract made out a contract, they exchanged sale price and the real estimate. After,
they made a declaration at the custom house, payed taxes and transferred a title to a
land in register.

In the meanwhile, people could have extensive real estimate holdings to relax
restriction of owning the real estimate in Sung China as against Tang China. According
to this, many illegalities appeared in the real estate transactions in Sung China,
especially, many examples showed up in the Cob'ing-ming chi(iEHIEE); thar took
anothet’s property through the forged contract. So a judge closely examined into the
color of the paper, sign, a character of the contract, making a declaration at the custom
house, paying taxes and transferring a title to a land in register and so on. These things

* Master of History Education, Kyungpook National University
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prevented illegalities of forging contract to take another’s real estimate and were to
correct economy system at that time. But it is only remarkable that the dassical
scholars(d= \) were not punished despite illegalities of forging contract. That was due
that the classical scholars were given preferential treatment in Sung China. Therefore
these privilege became some cause that classical scholars could have extensive real
estimate holdings, on the other hands imposed a heavy burden to the common people.

[Key Words] Ming-kung shu-p'an ch'ing-ming chi, the forged contract, Sung China,

real estate
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