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The Aspect and Legal Respond of Moral Principle Crime
in the Latter Terms of Chosun Dynasty

Cho, Yun-seon*

The subject of this paper is to find out the purpose of a criminal regulations and
legal punishment system at the time of the Latter terms of Chosun dynasty[ BIEERSHR].
Especially regarding the many cases of a criminal behavior against the moral principle
and some crimes to the king and to the local government officials[5F4y] decided by
the Imperial coutt of Chosun.

The definition of moral principles crime[ #HHJB5E] aganist the Loyalty[ ] means
only to kill the local government officials[5F4r] and it is provided in code of laws{ &
KHL]. but the substantial boundary of that crime included the other crime just like to
hang the placard[{F4%E] for insulting a local government official[5F4-], or to accuse
the local government official falsely[ FR].

For falling the local government official into the trap, the local lower-level officers[ 5
#%] intentionally to remove the wooden plate and set a prisoner free. Because at that
time the local government official should have taken the punishment when the wooden
plate that symbolize the king[Btf#] is damaged anyway and when a prisoner runs
away. These kinds of behavior by the local lower-level officers were also regarded as 2
moral principles crime.

The Imperial court of Chosun tried to maintain the moral principles by sentencing the
death penalty to the all kinds of the moral principle crimes, include the damaging the
wooden plate for symbolize king and breaking the regularity of the official rank grade.

* Full Time Lecturer, Department of History, Cheongju University
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On the other hand, to forgery the king’s stamp or the king’s written commands
wete also punished as a moral principles crime but sentenced by the one degree lower
punishment.

At that time those kinds of crime were just regarded as a simple economical crime
and those crimes were happened too much frequently. Mitigaring the punishments were
effected generally by the king of Yeongjo[ #jill] and Jeongjo[ iEiiH1’s ideology of

tolerances.

[Key Words] moral principles crime, kill local government official, hang the placard,
faulse accusation of local government official, damage of wooden plate that symbolize
king, set a prisoner free, forgery crime of king’s stamp and king’s command, lenient

punishment, the king of Yeongjo, the king of Jeongjo.
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