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Taigyo Choi as an Ideal Type of Prosecutors

Jung, Geung-sik*

In this article, I researched Taigyo Choi’s life and acts as a prosecutor to construct
a lawyer’s history. Taigyo Choi(2 K%K, 1901~1992) played as a prosecutor before
1945. 8. 15. He was a director of Seoul District Prosecution. During that time, he was
arguing and practicing a political independence and a neutral position of prosecutors. At
that confused time, the judicial system was not established in South Korea. He was
doing his best to build up a political position in the judicial system. He commanded
police and military police concerning political cases according to rule of law.

Especially, he is very famous of a upright prosecutor like a bamboo because of a
bribery. Youngsin Yim({F:7k{E), the fist Minister of Commerce and Industry in
Seunman Rhee(ZE7KAf)Ys Cabinet, was suspected of committing bribery cases.
Considering political condition, the President Seunman Rhee and the Minister of Justice
Yin Yi@¥~) commanded that he did not indict her for the bribery. Nevertheless, he
prosecuted her and he resigned 2 prosecutor. After 5.16 coup d’eta 1961, he came back
as a prosecutor but his life and principle as a prosecutor were not changed, and he
passed away as a upright prosecutor like a bamboo.

I think he deserved as an ideal lawyer, especially as a prosecutor.

[Key Words] a History of Lawyers, Taigyo Choi, Youngsin Yim’s bribery, an

independence of prosecutors

* Associate Professor, College of Law Seoul National University
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