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Making Modem Judicial System
—Its Legal History in China—

Shin, Woo-cheol*

The legal modernization plan in the late Qing Dynasty followed the Japanese reformist
line after the “Meiji Restoration.” In the course of the “Preparing Constitutionalism
(Yubei-Lixian)” since 1905, the central government made some serious legal documents
concerning court organization, i.e., Law of the Judgement in the Supteme Gourt and its
Organization{ Daléynan-Shenpan-Bianzbifz) of 1906, Official Regulations of the Model Courts
in Tianjin Province(Tianjinfushu-Shiban-Shenpanting-Zhangcheng) of 1907, Official Regulations
of the Model Courts in China(Geji-Shenpanting-Shiban-Zhangheng) of 1907, and Law of
Court Organization(Fayuan-Bianzhifa) of 1910. I examined these four legal documents
article by article, and drew some meaningful conclusions. First, although the documents
rely on the Japanese court organization laws, they have their own peculiarities to save
the Chinese complex situation. Second, the central government made a regional
experiment of judicial reform. Tianjin province and Dongbei province were the “special
judiciary zone” at that time. Third, the Court Organization Law of 1910 failed lack of
finance, nevertheless, it could be highly valued as the origin of the judicial modernization

[Key Words] China, legal teform, Qing Dynasty, Preparing Constitutionalism,
judicial history, judicial modernization, Law of Court Organization

* Assistant Professor, Chung-Ang University
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