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An Analysis of the Case, Th Jido vs. Damulsari in 1586

lhm, Sahng-Hyeog*

The case of Th Jido and Damulsati, one of the judgement which Kim Seong 1I
sentenced when he held office in Naju as a local governor, serves good as a example of
the slavery(called nobi[ %] in Korean history) and its implementation in 16th
centuries. In ordinary nobi case, one party claim as a yang’in([ B AJa freeman who is
higher than nobi in Joseon’s caste system), while the other claims the person as his or
her nobi. In this case, however, the defendant, Damulsati claimed oneself as a nobi not
yang’in, which was one irony that Joseon’s nobi system produced.

In Joseon’s nobi system, when one of the parents was nobi, he or she became a nobi.
And when the both parents were nobis, the master of the mother claimed the ownetship
of the childten. Nobi was divided into two groups, sanobi(private nobi), and
gongnobi(public nobi), and the latter was considered less hardworking. That’s why
Damulsari claimed himself as a gongnobi belonging to Seongeoynguan(the supreme
academy in Joseon), while Th Jido insisted that Damulsari was a yang’in who got
married to his nobi Yunpil, therefore cdaiming the ownership of Damulsari’s
grandchildren.

This case shows the various social aspects of 16C Joseon Dynasty, one party making
efforts to liberate from the bondage, the other party endeavoring to enlarging the
numbers of his nobis, such as secretively registering a innocent yang’in as one’s
nobi(called yamrok). This research contains the analysis of this case and the reading of

the illegible judgement document of it for another researcher’s further examination.

* Assistant Professor, Soongsil University
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