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The Proportion of Punishments to Crimes in
TangLuShuYi

Kim, Dae-Hong*

The purpose of this study is to analyze Zang(illicit goods) stipulated in TanglaShuY:
(the Tang Code with Commentaries) from a proportional point of view. In the field of
criminal law, it is demanded that punishments should be meted out in proportion to
both prejudice to public interest and seduction to crimes. In TamgluShuYi, Zang is
converted into the quantity of silk and punishments of ZangZui(crimes on illicit goods)
are stipulated in propottion to it. The fact that punishments depend on Zang means that
punishments are directly proportional to degrees of crimes. According to TangluShuYi,
Zang should be estimated by the standard price of both time and scene of the crime.
This reflects that estimation and conversion of Zang guarantee correctness, rationality and
reliability. In TangluShuYi, ZangZui is classified into G categories. These 6 categories
comprehend various crimes in different degrees. Each ctime is punished in proportion to
its seriousness. Application of ZangZui is expanded through the concepts of Yi(on the
basis of) and Zhun(as comparable to). The concepts of Y7 and Zbun make it possible to
classify similar crimes into the same category. This means that crimes of similar patterns

ate punished on similar levels.

[Key Words] Zang(illicit goods), ZangZui(crimes on illicit goods), proportion, crime,
punishment
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