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<Abstract>

Women’s Position of Succession of

Family in Korea

—Focused on Women Head of Family in Colonial Korea—

Jung Geung Sik*

In this article, I have surveyed women’s position of succession in the family from the
Josun Dynasty to the Colonial Korea diachronically. In Kyungkukdaejun(EX[E]RHh), it
was stipulated that men succeeded as the head of family(F =), but women could also
albeit temporarily. In family registers which were managed by the state, the principle
was to organize family registers focused on men, for they serviced as soldiers and were
burdened with taxes, so men became a head of family. Nevertheless women as the head
of family existed in books of Family Registers in the late Josun Dynasty. But as
Neo-Confucian Ideology was proliferated in Josun society, the number of women as the
head of family were diminished.

The Regulation of Census(F IFHAHA) in 1896 and the Decree of Family
Register([E#55) in 1909 were legislated by reflecting upon the reality of family
succession and the composition of the heads of family in the late Josun Dynasty.
Specially in the Decree of Family Register, family registers were made based on men and

this tendency continued in the period of colonial Korea. The Korean Law of Family

* Professor, College of Law/School of Law, Seoul National University
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Register in 1960 was a legacy of colonial experiences. In the colonial society women
could become the head of family temporarily. This is not different from the late Josun
Dynasty. But there was a big difference between the late Josun society and the colonial
society. In the late Josun society, women were free and so she, especially widows, had
no restriction in marrying. But in the colonial society women were not so, and she
needed permission from the heads of family of her father and her father in law.
Moreover a widow could hardly remarry because she had to succeed as the head of
family. The restriction was only dk facto in the late Josun society, but it was strongly de

jure in the colonial society. That is the most important point.

[Key Words] Women Head of Family, Succession of Family, Family Register,
Regulation of Census, Decree of Family Register
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