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(Abstract)

Lawyer Kim Pyong Ro, his Defense Lawyering for
Anti-Colonial Patriots in 1930s

In Sup Han*

Kim Pyong Ro [1987-1964] was the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
of Korea. He has enthusiastically defended the Korean patriots who were
accused by Japanese Colon for their anti-Japanese movement under the colonial
period especially in 1920s. This paper demonstrates his legal practice against

Japanese domination in the entire 1930s, which is under evaluated.

In the 1930s, most of his cases were related to “the communist organizers”.
Often, he was called as a “left-wing lawyer” or an “ideological lawyer”. He
did not distinguish the simple nationalist anti-colonial case from the
communist-tended case when he selected his own case. As many socialist/
communist leaders stated at the court, it was unimaginable to step forward
any communist agenda under the colonial iron-rule. Although he was not a
communist, he advocated the communist organizers in the colonial era.
Communist movement at that time was closely related to Korean liberation
anti-colonial movement. His advocacy was based on the premise that every
kind of anti-Japanese movement should be/could be integrated into one goal-

the Independence of Korea. Kim Pyong Ro and his colleague “left-wing

* Professor of Law, School of Law/College of Law, Seoul National University.
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lawyers” have arduously advocated communist leaders in the 1930s. Anti-
Japanese law practice of Kim Pyong Ro in the 1930s has been undervalued

compared to one in the 1920s.

This paper shows that Kim has been consistently involved in the law practice
from 1921 to 1941.

[Key Words] Kim Pyong Ro, Lee In, Anti-Imperial League, thought lawyer,

thought control, Colonial Period
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