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(Abstract)

The study on the article of violating imperial edicts
of the Great Ming Code in the Joseon dynasty

Kim, Dae Hong*

In this paper, I analyze the article of violating imperial edicts in the Great
Ming Code. This article is recognized as one of catch-all statutes or sweeping
statutes such as the article of violating the commandment and the article of
doing what ought not to be done in the Great Ming Code without correct
understanding of the meaning and the function of imperial edicts. However,
I conclude that the article of violating imperial edicts does not fall under the
type of catch-all statutes or sweeping statutes from reviewing various
commentaries on the Great Ming Code and the Comprehensive Collection of
Dynastic Codes (Daejeonhoetong) in the Joseon dynasty. I argue that the
article of violating imperial edicts in the Great Ming Code corresponds to the
article of abandonment of duties or the article of abuse of authority in the
current criminal law rather than Blanketstrafgesetz(blank criminal law). In
addition, I show the correlation between the record in the Annals of King
Taejong (Taejongsillok) and the comment in the Explication on the Great
Ming Code (Daemyeonglyulganghae), and the political implication reflected in
the Translation of the Great Ming Code (Daemyeonglyuljighae) in regard to

the article of violating imperial edicts.

* Senior Researcher at the SNU Law Research Institute
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