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<Abstract>

A Studying on the Establishment and Interpretation
of The Article 9 of the Japanese Constitution

—From The Viewpoint of Constitutionalism —

Jiang, Guang—Wenx*

Article 9 of the Japanese Constitution renouncing war is one of the most
disputed issues in Japanese society. The Abe administration launched in 2012,
took great steps to change the interpretation of Article 9, by declaring that
Japan has the right to not only exercise individual self-defense, but also
collective self-defense.

The purpose of this paper is to provide a perspective for understanding
the recent constitutional discussions and studies in Japan. This paper
examines the legislative history of the Japanese Constitution, divided
interpretations of Article 9, and the possibility of amending this article from
the viewpoint of constitutionalism. Especially, this paper distinguishes the
formal understanding of constitutionalism from the material understanding of
constitutionalism, and looks into how these differences are related to the

interpretation of Article 9.

* Professor, Seoul National University, Law School
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